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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of the claims in the 

application. 
Claims Listing 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for detecting, isolating or purifying a bacteria 
comprising: 

placing a sample in contact with a device, wherein at least a portion of the 
device comprises a plurality of zones, wherein at least one zone is a detection zone separable 
from said plurality of zones and the remainder of the device; wherein the detection zone 
comprises an immobilized binding partner for an analyto a bacteria and wherein binding 
between the immobilized binding partner and a suspected a»alyte bacteria causes formation 
of an optically detectable signal and detection of the signal indicates the presence of a 
suspected a»alyte bacteria in the sample; 

separating at least part of the detection zone containing the bound analyte 
bacteria and immobilized binding partner from said plurality of zones and the remainder of 
the device; and 

analyzing the separated detection zone containing the bound analyt e bacteria 
and immobilized binding partner without detaching the bound analyto b acteria from the 
immobilized binding partner to provide information regarding the suspected analyt e ; an d 

whoroin the analyto is a bacteria. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1, wherein the device is a lateral 
flow device. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein the information 
identifies the suspected analvt e bacteria . 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein the information 
describes one or more characteristics of the suspected analy te bacteria. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising: 

placing the separated detection zone containing the bound analyt e bacteria and 
immobilized binding partner in conditions effective to cause the quantity of the suspected 
analyte bacteria to increase. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein analyzing the separated 
detection zone containing the bound analyt e bacteria and immobilized binding partner 
comprises placing the separated detection zone containing the bound analyto bacteria and 
immobilized binding partner on or in a selective growth medium in which the analyt e 
bacteria will proliferate if present, 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein the method further 
comprises storing the device without further processing for up to five days after placing the 
sample in contact with the device and before separating the detection zone containing the 
bound analyte bacteria and immobilized binding partner from the plurality of zones and the 
remainder of the device, 



a device; wherein at least a portion of the device comprises a plurality of zones, wherein at 
least one zone is a detection zone; wherein the. detection zone comprises an immobilized 
binding partner for an analyte a bacteria , wherein the detection zone is separable from the 
plurality of zones and the remainder of the device and, wherein the separated detection zone 
is analyzed to provide information regarding the bound analyto; and wh e r e in the analyto ia a 
bacteria. 

x6. (Currently Amended) A device for detecting bacteria, wherein at least a 



portion of the device comprises a plurality of zones, wherein at least one zone is a detection 
zone separable from said plurality of zones and the remainder of the device; wherein the 
detection zone comprises an immobilized binding partner for on analyt e a bacteria and 
wherein binding between the immobilized binding partner and a suspected analyt e bacteria 
causes formation of an optically detectable signal in the detection zone, and wherein the 
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(Cancelled). 




(Currently Amended) A kit for performing the method of Claim 1, comprising 
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device comprises structural features that facilitate separation of the detection zone containing 
the bound afiaiyte bacteria and the immobilized binding partner or a part of the detection 
zone containing the bound analyto bacteria and the immobilized binding partner from the 
plurality of zones and the remainder of the device, wherein said separated detection zone or 
part thereof can be analyzed to provide information regarding the bound analyto; and 
whoroin the analyto is a bacteria, 

A\* (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein the analyse bacteria 
further comprises a food or environmental contaminant. 

12. (Cancelled). 

io 

(Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the analyt e bacteria is a 

pathogen. 

■a w 

, K. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim^fwherein the device is a lateral 
flow device. 

(Currently Amended) The method of Claim £6? wherein the information 
identifies the suspected ea alyt e bacteria . 

(Currently Amended) The method of Claim ^ wherein the information 
describes one or more characteristics of the suspected analyto bacteria. 

17-19 (Cancelled). 

(Previously Presented) The device of Claim ^ wherein the device is a lateral 

flow device. 

V\ 

.^K. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein analyzing the separated 
detection zone containing the bound ana lyte bacteria and immobilized binding partner to 
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provide information regarding the suspected analyto bacteria comprises analyzing the 
separated detection zone containing the bound analyt e bacteria and immobilized binding 
partner using a strip test binding assay, an agglutination assay, a DNA polymerase chain 
reaction test, a motility test, a toxicology test, and serotyping. 

(Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein analyzing the separated 
detection zone containing the bound analy te bacteria and immobilized binding partner to 
provide information regarding the suspected annate bacteria comprises analyzing the 
separated detection zone containing the bound analyte bacteria and immobilized binding 
partner using a DNA polymerase chain reaction test, 

(Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein analyzing the separated 
detection zone containing the bound analyte bacteria and immobilized binding partner to 
provide information regarding the suspected aa alyto bacteria comprises analyzing the 
separated detection zone containing the bound analyte bacteria and immobilized binding 
partner using selective media or selective agar plating. 

if 

,2C (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein the analyto bacteria is 
Escherichia coli, Salmonella or Listeria. 

\g 

(Currently Amended) The method of Clairn^ wherein the analyte bacteria is 
Escherichia coli Ol57, 




(Currently Amended) A method for detecting, isolating or concentrating a 



bacteria by placing a sample containing the bacteria under conditions effective to cause 
proliferation, replication or reproduction of the bacteria comprising: 

placing a sample in contact with a device, wherein at least a portion of the 
device comprises a plurality of zones, wherein at least one zone is a detection zone capable 
of being separated from said plurality of zones and the remainder of the device; wherein the 
detection zone comprises an immobilized binding partner for an analyte a bacteria and 
wherein binding between the immobilized binding partner and a suspected asa a l yto bacteria 

US200O9M7O2B1 




PAGE 6/9 * RCVD AT 3/14/2007 1:38:32 PM [Eastern Daylight TimeJ * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-3rt7 * DNIS:2730824 * CSID:+40481561 18 * DURATION (mm-ss):0244 



Mar-14-07 13:43 F rom-K I LPATR I CK STOCKTON LLP , +4048156118 T-517 P OT/09 F-798 

U.S. Patent Application No.: 10/712,419 
Supplemental Amendment 
Page 6 



causes formation of an optically detectable signal and detection of the signal indicates the 
presence of a suspected onalyto bacteria in the sample; 

separating at least pan of the detection zone containing the bound analyte 
bacteria and immobilized binding partner from said plurality of zones and the remainder of 
the device; and 

subjecting the separated detection zone to conditions effective to cause 
proliferation, replication or reproduction of the analyto; and 
whoroin the analyte i s-a bacteria. 

27. (Cancelled). 

28. (Cancelled). 

|U> 

2&T (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 } wherein the optically 
detectable signal is a light signal. 

/<? I? 

(Previously Presented) The device of Claim )&f wherein the optically 
detectable signal in the detection zone is a light signal. 
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